
include locking and sealing devices, stamps, sealer, seals, excise stamps, fluo-
rescent markers.  

Using of technical means of customs control facilitates the work of customs 
officers during customs control and inspection of vehicles, cargo, hand luggage, 
and protects the health of employees from harmful and radioactive sources.  

High efficiency of control is achieved by complex application of technical 
means at each section of customs control, whether it is hand luggage and bag-

gage of passengers and transport crews, control of medium and large cargo 

shipments and separate baggage, control of international mail, or all types of 
vehicles of international communication. Moreover, for customs control of each 

type of objects moved across the customs border certain specific types of tech-

nical means of customs control must be applied. A good knowledge of the oper-

ational and technical capabilities of the customs control system, modern meth-
ods and methods of their application and practical skills to work with them to a 

large extent ensures a high professional level of customs control.  
Good knowledge of technical means of customs control, modern methods 

and their application, mastering practical skills of work with them – all this 

largely ensures the high professional level of customs control, starting with rea-
sonable charges and fees to the detection of contraband. 
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We often scold our customs officers and officials, establishing completely 

ridiculous rules for the transport of certain goods, and for good reason. Every 

year, thousands of dissatisfied tourists remain at the border without their pur-

chases, after they were checked by customs. Either Finnish smoked fish was 
suddenly outlawed, then five cans of canned food suddenly turned into a com-

mercial batch. But in some countries they went even further - now, for transport-

ing completely ordinary and innocuous things, you can now not only run into a 
fine, but also end up in a foreign prison.  

The real country of customs bans has become Singapore. In addition to 

standard restrictions on the transport of alcohol into the country, the import of 

chocolate is limited - the allowed limit is not more than 50 Singapore dinars 

(about 35 US dollars). In addition, Singapore has truly draconian tobacco import 
regulations. In particular, no more than 200 cigarettes can be imported, and each 

cigarette should be marked “Singapore Duty-Paid Cigarettes” near the filter. 

Otherwise, the tourist will be fined $ 345. Smokers should also know that each 
pack of cigarettes brought must be shown to the customs, and you will need to 

pay $ 5 in duty for it and keep the customs receipt. In addition, the country's 

authorities banned the import of any tobacco and imitating products, including 

electronic cigarettes, as well as nicotine for local use, for example, plasters. But 
while customs regulations impose restrictions on tobacco products around the 

world, Singapore is very strict about other products. It is forbidden to import toy 

coins and banknotes, lighters in the form of pistols, fireworks and firecrackers, 
ivory objects, knives with a folding blade, including penknives, copies of copy-

right publications and programs on disks and cassettes. Do not favor the border 

and those who with themselves needed for some reason to take animals and 
plants listed in the Red Book and products from them. For the import of all these 

items you can get criminal liability, and the transportation of narcotic sub-

stances to Singapore may even result in the death penalty. But the ban on the 

transportation of chewing gum has become a real “calling card” of local cus-
toms. Its free sale and import was banned in 1992, after someone stuck it on the 

sensor panel in the subway, and there was a serious malfunction. According to 

another version - chewing gum was banned for environmental reasons. One way 
or another, if you spit out or stick the chewing gum, it will result in a fine of US 

$ 700 for the offender, and its import is punishable by 1 year in prison and a fine 

of US $ 5500.  
Cordless Phones and Books in Chinese Tourists from all over the world 

travel to Java, Bali, and Sumatra, but customs problems can easily overshadow 

the trip. Under Indonesian law, along with drugs, pornography and explosives, 
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cordless phones are not allowed in the country - this requires special permission. 

Otherwise, the equipment may be removed. Fortunately, this restriction does not 
include mobile phones and smartphones, but only those phones that are usually 

used in homes. Indonesians have a special attitude to Chinese products - it is 
forbidden to import medicinal products of Chinese origin and literature in Chi-

nese into the territory of the country.  
Malaysian customs legislation also establishes a number of stringent import 

requirements. The import of narcotic substances is punishable by death, and 

when importing other goods, the case may result in a fine or a criminal term of 3 

to 5 years. It is strictly forbidden to import piranhas, tortoiseshell eggs, cocoa 
beans, rambutans, fruits from the Philippines and Indonesia, throw knives and 

fabrics with the image of verses from the Koran. Feathers, pencils and other 

objects resembling syringes are also prohibited, and there is also a position 

called “Any device designed to harm Malaysia’s interests.” In addition, local 
authorities decided to support local producers by imposing duties on the import 

of new clothes. According to the rules, if you import more than three items of 

new clothes and more than one new pair of shoes, then you will need to pay a 
fee.  

Nigeria is also famous for some absurd rules regarding imported goods. In 

addition to the standard prohibition, such as drugs or weapons, tourists are not 
supposed to import beer, champagne, mineral water, including bottles, fabrics, 

jewelry and precious metals, and mosquito nets were also prohibited. When 

these goods are imported into the country, local authorities will not only give 
the go-ahead, but may not let go. Illegal import of such goods is punishable by a 

large fine and a prison term of up to six months.  
At first glance, Iran does not seem to be a country in which particularly harsh 

laws apply, although, like in many other Asian countries, the import of drugs is 
punishable by death. However, there are also national features. It is forbidden to 

import printed materials and video materials in which male and female photos of 

an erotic nature are depicted, and customs magazines can easi-ly classify such 
magazines or family photos in swimsuits or where a woman is depicted without 

a hijab. In addition, things made in Israel, including those with a logo or images, 

for example, clothes, as well as any printed materials in He-brew, were banned. 

Similar rules apply in several other Arab states - the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Libya 
and others.  

An unusual ban applies in Barbados - it is strictly forbidden to import cam-

ouflage clothing into the country. Since in this country this is the prerogative of 
the military alone. Some prohibitions no longer apply. In recent years, the world 
has become increasingly open to trade and tourism, and some prohibitions are 

finally ending. 
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Before you go to another country, you need to carefully study the list of 

items that are prohibited to import there beforehand. It is unlikely that anyone 
would want to get stuck at an airport in a foreign country and pay a heavy fine. 

Some items should be paid special attention to - many countries prohibit their 
import. These include national currency, gold and jewelry, animals, plants, seeds 

and their fruits. In many countries it is impossible to import meat and dairy 
products, and almost all states that practice Islam prohibit the import of alcohol 

and pork products. 
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