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Abstract:

This paper examines the current trends in the theory and practice of
teaching English, with a focus on communicative language teaching, task-
based learning, the incorporation of technology in the classroom, and the
emphasis on learner independence and critical thinking. In this thesis we
will learn how these patterns impact the educational environment and
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affect the efficiency of language teaching in different situations through a
analysis.

Teaching involves mental and social aspects, as well as physical, emo-
tional, practical, behavioral, political, experiential, historical, cultural,
spiritual, and personal dimensions. In summary, teaching is a complex
task that is influenced by these 12 dimensions and others, and requires
their coordinated management to support students' learning. When lan-
guage teaching in particular is in focus, the complexity is even greater,
shaped by teachers’ views of the nature of language, of language teaching
and learning in general, and by their knowledge of the particular sociocul-
tural setting in which the teaching and learning take place [0]. When new
approaches and instructional materials for teaching second and foreign
languages are brought in, they are frequently claimed to be founded on the
most recent studies in psychology, linguistics, or pedagogy. Many ap-
proaches to language teaching have been proposed and imple mented. One
approach requires students to learn rules of grammar and lists of vocabu-
lary to use in translating literary texts. Another emphasizes the value of
having students imitate and practise a set of correct sentences and memo-
rize entire dialogues. Yet another encourages 'natural' communication be-
tween students as they engage cooperatively in tasks or projects while us-
ing the new language. In sorne classrooms, the second language is used as
the medium to teach subject matter, with the assumption that the language
itself will be learned incidentally as students focus on the academic con-
tent [2]. The educational method is based on a specific understanding of
language or the learning process, often using particular materials and tech-
niques in a specific order. As a result, we can observe the following guide-
lines:

1. Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)

2. Task-Based Language Teaching (TBLT)

3. The Integration of Technology

4. Learner Autonomy and Critical Thinking

5. Gamification

6. Usage-based learning

You may have noticed that the goal of most of the methods we have
looked at so far is for students to learn to communicate in the target lan-
guage. In the 1970s, though, educators began to question if they were go-
ing about meeting the goal in the right way. Some observed that students
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could produce sentences accurately in a lesson, but could not use them
appropriately when genuinely communicating outside of the classroom.
Others noted that being able to communicate required more than mastering
linguistic structure, due to the fact that language was fundamentally so-
cial [3].
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Fig.1 Modern English teaching methods
Communicative Language Learning Method

The emphasis is on effective and fluent communication in real-life sit-
uations, with interaction being the main focus for learning a language.
Learners are encouraged to use the target language in meaningful contexts,
which helps develop both language skills and the ability to communicate
effectively. CLT involves activities that encourage genuine communica-
tion, such as role-plays, simulations, and group discussions. Modern ap-
plications of CLT also include sociolinguistic and pragmatic aspects, en-
abling learners to understand cultural nuances and use language appropri-
ately in various situations. This reflects the growing recognition of the
importance of intercultural competence in language education.

Task -Based Language Teaching (TBLT)

Task-based Language Teaching is another example of the “strong ver-
sion” of the communicative approach, where language is acquired through
use. In other words, students acquire the language they need when they
need it in order to accomplish the task that has been set before them [4].
Task-Based Language Teaching is becoming increasingly popular as an
instructional method that centers on the utilization of meaningful tasks to
encourage language acquisition. TBLT promotes the completion of spe-
cific objectives using the target language in tasks that simulate real-life
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situations, creating a learner-centered environment where students ac-
tively participate in their language learning journey. Studies have shown
that task-based activities boost motivation and engagement by providing
opportunities for meaningful interaction and collaboration. TBLT also ad-
heres to the principles of experiential learning, enabling learners to con-
template their experiences and apply their knowledge in practical situa-
tions. By emphasizing tasks over isolated language structures, this ap-
proach supports comprehensive language development and prepares
learners for genuine communication in real-life scenarios.

The integration of technology

The way language teaching and learning have changed is due to the
fast progress of technology. Using digital tools and resources has created
new opportunities for language instruction, allowing educators to make
interactive and dynamic learning environments. Modern language educa-
tion now relies on online platforms, language learning apps, and multime-
dia resources. Some researchers consider the use of technology in teaching
environments as the integration of technology in education, while others
view it as the sufficiency of technology use. Pierson (1999) considered
technology integration as an effective transfer of teachers™ technological,
pedagogical and content knowledge to their students [5]. Woodbridge
(2003) defined technology integration as a teaching strategy [6]. Technol-
ogy integration is more than just using a strategy, method or technology
[7]. The concept of integration is the bringing together of two separate
products, systems or tools developed for different purposes, to realize an-
other purpose. However, the more appropriate and systematic this integra-
tion is, the more effective and successful the integration will be. The con-
cept of technology integration is basically the effective use of technology
in the education system and the benefit of technology in teaching and
learning process. ICT tools are highly valued in English teaching and
learning for their significant role in shaping the teaching process to engage
multiple senses, cater to individual needs, capture attention, aid in memory
retention, save time, and represent abstract concepts. Barron, Orwig, Ivers
and Lilavois (2001) define the benefits of technology integration as fol-
lowing:

— Encourages students to learn actively, cooperatively based on learn-
ing and critical thinking

— Supports various learning styles of students
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— Provides individual development and motivation
Increases teacher-student interaction
Improves communication skills

— Helps students build cultural bridges.

Careful thought of pedagogical principles and learner needs is neces-
sary for the successful integration of technology. Balancing traditional
teaching methods with innovative technological tools is important for ed-
ucators, ensuring that technology is used to enhance meaningful language
interactions rather than replacing them.

TRADITIONAL EDUCATION
RESOURCES
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Fig.2. Traditional and advanced education resources

Learner autonomy and critical thinking

In effective language education, learner autonomy and critical thinking
are highlighted as crucial elements in the modern language classroom.
Motivation, self-directedness, and lifelong learning skills are nurtured
when learners are motivated to take charge of their own learning. This
shift in education is in line with the broader movement towards student-
centered approaches, which aim to empower learners to make decisions
and establish objectives for their language proficiency.Autonomy accord-
ing to Scharle and Szabo (2000) is the freedom and ability to manage one’s
own affairs, which entails the right to make decisions as well [8]. An au-
tonomous person, according to Paul and Elder (2008) [9], is not dependant
on others for the direction and control of one’s thinking. They assert that
it is the self-authorship on one’s beliefs, values, and ways of thinking. The
basis of learner autonomy, according to Chang (2007) [10], is that the
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learner accepts responsibility for his/her learning. Little argues that the
pursuit of autonomy in formal educational context is a matter of both
learning and learning how to learn. In effective language education,
learner autonomy and critical thinking are highlighted as crucial elements
in the modern language classroom. Motivation, self-directedness, and life-
long learning skills are nurtured when learners are motivated to take
charge of their own learning. This shift in education is in line with the
broader movement towards student-centered approaches, which aim to
empower learners to make decisions and establish objectives for their lan-
guage proficiency.

ADVANTAGES OF DEVELOPING
CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS

Key to Career Success
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Fig.3 Advantages of developing critical thinking

Gamification

Gamification is the application of game-design elements and principles
in a non-game context. It is a strategy that motivates and influences peo-
ple's behavior, including customers, clients, students, target audiences,
and employees.For instance, gamification can be utilized in educational
applications to enhance student engagement, and in businesses to boost
employee performance, foster customer loyalty, and incentivize employ-
ees and customers. Effective gamification necessitates comprehension of
the target audience, their motivations, and the specific context in which
the strategy is implemented. The benefits of gamification are:

—Enhanced Engagement;

—Enhanced Retention of Information;

—Enhanced Collaborative Efforts;

—Enhanced Conversion Rates;
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—Establishing a Real-Life Connection;

—Augmented Brand Loyalty;

—One research experiment aimed to determine the true effectiveness of
using gamification for learning. The researchers conducted a comparison
of three student groups and found that the ones who utilized game-related
components for studying human anatomy achieved superior results. The
students showed a stronger preference for rankings, badges, teams, and
points, leading to a significant enhancement in their learning outcomes.

Usage-based learning

Approaches based on language usage emphasize learning language
through participating in interpersonal communication and cognitive pro-
cesses. These approaches view language as a significant achievement of
our social and cognitive abilities, serving as a link between society and
cognition. According to usage-based approaches, language acquisition can
occur through language use, utilizing social skills and generalizations
from interaction events. These approaches investigate how language
learning is shaped by language experience. As a result, usage-based ap-
proaches rely on input and experiences, emphasizing the frequency of lan-
guage use as an integral aspect of language learning, influencing language
production, comprehension, and grammatical patterns. Although success-
ful in demonstrating how first language acquisition is influenced by input,
it remains unclear how these approaches can be effectively applied to sec-
ond language learning. According to the Bybee (2002,2010,2013) usage-
based concept include:

— rich memory (remembering of utterances and storage of detailed in-
formation from experience)

— categorization of experience (search for attributes that can be used
to distinguish exemplars from non-exemplars)

— associative learning (matching form with the corresponding mean-
ing)

— comparison e pattern finding

— generalization of conceptuals, schema and prototypes from exem-
plars

— automatization (practicing until using structures may proceed with-
out much effort)

— entrenchment or routinization
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— chunking (the formation of sequential units through repetition or
practice)

— schematization (the process of abstraction from instances or exem-
plars)

— analogy (establishing likeness between the new and the old struc-
tures or mapping of an existing structural pattern onto a novel instance)

— imitation, as well as attention, perception and memory

Conclusion

The field of language instruction is constantly changing, influenced by
progress in research, technology, and societal requirements. Contempo-
rary developments like communicative language teaching, task-based
learning, the incorporation of technology, learner independence, and cul-
tural awareness indicate a move towards more comprehensive and effi-
cient language education. As language instructors adopt these develop-
ments, they are better prepared to ready learners for the intricacies of com-
munication in an interconnected world. By promoting linguistic
proficiency, critical thinking, and cultural awareness, modern language in-
struction enables learners to navigate diverse situations and interact mean-
ingfully with others, molding them into global citizens. The ongoing ex-
ploration of groundbreaking practices and theories will unquestionably
continue to enhance the field of language education, guaranteeing its sig-
nificance and efficacy in the years ahead.
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PoJib HHBECTHIIMOHHOII TPUBJIEKATEIHLHOCTH B COBPEMEHHOM
Pa3BUTHH NpPeINPUITHI
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AHHOTALU:

B pabote paccMoTpeHBI pacrpocTpaHeHHBIE TTOIXOAbI OIEHKH MHBE-
CTUIIMOHHOW TpuBieKaTensHOocTH. OOOCHOBaHA 3HAYMMOCTH JTAHHOTO
nporiecca. JlokazaHa He0OX0AMMOCTh €0 MPOBEICHMSL.

MHBECTULIMOHHBIN KanuTal ABISAETCS BAaXKHOW COCTaBISAIOLIECH Mpen-
MPUSITUN, HE3aBUCUMO OT UX pa3Mmepa u chepsl aesrenbHocTH. [IpuBie-
YEHHBIM KaMUTAI SIBIIETCSI PECYpCOM, KOTOPBIN TMO3BOJIAECT MPEATPHUs-
THSM MOJICPHU3UPOBATH MPOU3BOACTBO, BHEAPSATH HOBBIE TEXHOJOTHH, &
TaKKe MOBKIIIATH YPOBEHb KOHKYPEHTOCIIOCOOHOCTH. [lomydenne Takoro
KanmuTalla CTAHOBUTCS TPEANOCHIIKON, CTUMYIUPYIOMIEH MPEaIPUsITHSI
pa3BUBATHCAL.

®opMUpOBaHUE UHBECTULIMOHHON MPUBIIEKATEILHOCTH SIBIISIETCS BaXK-
HBIM TIPOIIECCOM ISl KXKIOTO MPEANPHUSITHSI, T. K. ”HBECTUIIMOHHAS TIPH-
BJICKATENIbHOCTh MPEAIPUITHUSI U YPOBEHb €TI0 Pa3BUTHUSL TECHO CBA3AHBL
MHBeCTUIIMOHHO TIPUBIIEKATENbHBIC PSANPUATHS SBISIETCS OoJiee TPo-
TPECCUBHBIME M OBICTpEE MIPHUBIICKAIOT MHBECTHIINH JIJISI CBOCTO Pa3BUTHS,
HEXEJH JIPyTHe.

Tem He MeHee, HE BCE MPEANPHUITHS CITOCOOHBI IPUBJIEKATh UHBECTH-
nuu. YtoObl 3aMHTEpEcOBaTh HMHBECTHUPYIOUIEE JHUI0 B pPa3MEIICHUU
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